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Don Gomes (pictured) MVCC Central Valley VP attended Eagle Field 2018 and brought his 

nicely restored 1943 Ford GTBS Bomb service truck “Froggy”                           Johnny V 
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Large interesting Sign seen in the old hanger at Eagle Field on one of the old heating units.  

Unfortunately the owls are not being kind to it.                                                                         Editor 
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       Upcoming Events 
March 2019 Second Annual Southern California 

SCMVCC annual rally meet, military vehicle show / 

display, trail rides, club dinner, parts swap meet, and 

more… at Soledad Canyon Thousand Trails 

Campground in Acton.  

Please contact Richard Johnson for reservations and 

info (619)993-5284 or killroy321@hotmail.com  

visit our website  WWW.SCMVCC.com 

April 23-28, 2019 Camp Delta. Tower Park 

 No vendor fee except camping fee.  

Contact: Tower Park Resort 209-369-1041  

After Oct 1. 2018 

Mention MVCC when getting your spot reserved for 

the 25% member discount. Problems contact 

 Jo-Ann Lesser; (408) 238- 8277  

mamalesser@yahoo.com      

September 18-23, 2018 Fall Camp Delta 

Second largest annual Military Vehicle  

gathering and swap meet in the West.  

Location Tower Park resort Jelly Stone Park 

For reservations, please call Joann lesser 

408-238-8277 

www.mvccnews.net 

September 12-16 2018: Camp Gridley   

Butte County Fairgrounds, Hosted by the NRG 

www.northernrecongroup.org  

September 21-23 2018 California Capital Airshow  

Featuring the USAF Thunderbirds! 

Mather Airport Celebrates 100 Years 

(916) 876-7568  

http://www.CaliforniaCapitalAirshow.com/ 

10425 Norden Avenue 

Mather, CA 95655  

September 7-9 2018 Ferndale Ca. Concours on main 

street any/all Military vehicles welcome Be judged 

for prizes.  

Go to www.ferndaleconcours.org 

Contact info Pat Wille 707-786-7150 

September 15, 2018 Chowchilla Car and Bike show 

Food, Music and awards. For more info call  

559-665-5603 

September 8, 2018 Hot San Jose nights 

S.T.E.A.M. This event has grown both in size and 

popularity. Events include Tank Rides-displays,  

Aircraft rides and displays, Military Vehicles and  a 

autocross just to list a few. For More info: 

www.hotsanjosenights.com 

September 29, 2018  4th annual remember when 

fly-in and classic car show Chandler Airport. 

9am-4pm POC: www.centralvalleyaviation.com  

1959 Gateway Blvd., Ste. 102 

Fresno, CA 93727 Sarah Donaldson 

November 4th, 2018 22nd Annual Tri-Valley Vet-

erans Day Parade 2018 & Ceremony Parade Theme 

is “World War I 100th Anniversary"  

POC: Andy Shyers 510-832-4322

November 11th, 2018 San Jose Veterans Parade  

For more info and line up time POC: Kim Sievert 

 (408) 253-9469  vaudevillian@msn.com  

mailto:mamalesser@yahoo.com
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               At the front    
 Dave Ball, MVCC President  

(408) 805-0065 

vought@msn.com 

              MVCC front office 

John Verissimo, Secretary   

(209) 918-0488 

istanbull@sbcglobal.net  

Christina Verissimo, Treasurer 

(209) 918-0388 

crstna_vrsmo@yahoo.com  

Hello Everyone: 

 

Well, Summer is marching on and from where I am sitting, so far this year has been a doozy.  This last cou-

ple weeks as been hot and smoky. If you live in one of the areas affected by fires, I hope you and your love 

ones are safe. If your one of the several first responders in the MVCC, please stay safe and thank you for all 

you do. 

Been busy with family and my projects. I want to thank those that continue to send pictures and after action 

reports from events attended. Remember if you don’t see an event that you sent me for the newsletter this 

month, it will be in as soon as there is room.  

Well that’s all for now. 

  

“Keep ’em Rolling, Floating and Flying” 

Dave Ball 

President and Editor 

Military Vehicle Collectors California 

Bob Turley’s Ford GTB                                                                                                                      Bob Turley 



 

 Visit our website: www.mvccnews.net                                                                                                                                                                  5 



 

 Visit our website: www.mvccnews.net                                                                                                                                                                  6 

Don Gomes, Central Valley VP  

Divisions 209,559,661,760 

(209)765-1273 

caddymanwestside@yahoo.com  

             Mvcc staff 

Andy Shyers East Bay VP   

Divisions 510, 925   

510-832-4322 

mvcc510925@gmail.com 

Hello MVCC Members..! 

 I hope all is well in your neck of the woods. I know its hotter than hell in the Central Valley. In this issue I 

will start a Burma Jeep restoration story named “Froggy.” It will finish in your April 2019 Spring Meet 

Newsletter. Every Month I will be writing a new installment story leading up to the finished Burma Jeep  

Story. I will be the “POC” for the Burma Jeep and Bomb Ordnance Showcase in April 2019 so give me a call 

if you have a Burma Jeep or M6 Bomb Truck you can bring to the Meet for a Showcase, (209-765-1273 is 

my number). Now to start the story, it was April 21, 2015, Johnny Verissimo, Fred Beltran and I headed over 

to Mike Matto’s Estate Sale (Patterson, Ca. ) to check out all his military vehicles that were being liquidated 

due to his unfortunate passing. We were walking around the ranch and came across two 1943 GTBS Burma 

Bomb Trucks. One was almost complete and the other had a flat bed with a Chevy M6 Crane on it. Johnny 

remembered back 25 years ago  that he had asked Mike to sell him the yellow Burma that was mostly com-

plete but Mike said he would to think about it but that normally meant no because Mike was going to restore 

them. So the years went on till Mike passed on. Back to the story we met up with the lady selling off the  

estate and she would part with the two Burma’s for $5,000. After I researched the GTBS’s and found that 

they were very rare and hard to get parts for I was up for the challenge. So I went back a week later and 

bought the pair of Burma’s for the $5,000 she was asking. I took Johnny and Fred to Mike’s place to pick up 

the Burma’s, Fred hauled one and I hauled the other one back to my ranch in Newman, Ca. These Burma’s 

did not run and haven’t rolled in decades so you can imagine what it would take to get these on a trailer.  

I brought my Bobcat skid loader so we were prepared, it wasn’t easy but we did get each one of those 

Burma's onto 2 trailer.  The next step was to check and determine the parts needed to make the one Burma 

complete. Half of a restoration is research which makes your personal computer your best friend. There are 

upsides and downsides to MV restorations, one upside is the people I have met and became friends with due 

to the restoration of the Burma. Stay tuned for the next installment of the story of my restoration of my 1943 

Burma Bomb Truck. See pictures page 5. 

Keeping History Alive! 

Don Gomes 

Central Valley VP 

(209)765-1273 

Sonny Hanson, No. Bay, East VP  

(707) 552-6918 Div. 707,415 

sonnyhanson@comcast.net 

Dave Porter, Northern Region VP   

Divisions 530 & 916 

dnporter56@comcast.net 

530-677-5115 

Jack Valenti, Central Coast VP   

Divisions 831, 805 408 south 

LRDG@PRODIGY.NET 

831-595-3487 

mailto:sonnyhanson@comcast.net


 

 Visit our website: www.mvccnews.net                                                                                                                                                                  7 

                    MVCC Editor Dave Ball 

         (408) 805-0065       vought@msn.com  

Please submit all contributions for the newsletter 

by email to the editor by the 15 of the month.  

       Webmaster Sean Nichols 

       Jetnoise400@hotmail.com 

        www.mvccnews.net 

        (775)-424-3813  

           MVCC News STAFF 

If you have any questions or have information regarding a meet or activity in your area, contact your regional vice 

president or any of the officers to let them know. Be sure to visit our website for any last minute activities or changes 

to activities/events. Please submit information regarding upcoming activities to the newsletter editor at least two 

months before the scheduled event. All articles must be submitted to the newsletter editor by the 15th of each month. 

MVCC News Editor Dave Ball vought@msn.com                                                         www.mvccnews.net 

                           L to R  Jerry Mambretti, Gunny and  Scott Rohrs Dad, Jim Rohrs 

mailto:vought@msn.com
mailto:Jetnoise400@hotmail.com
http://www.mvccnews.net
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Hello North Bay West and beyond, 

  Happy belated Independence Day to all of the membership! I hope everyone was able to get out there with 

their rigs and participate in local parades, fairs, and picnics. Locally we had the Napa and Novato parades 

that are always good. Remember that the 4th is a day to celebrate our nation’s Independence, spend time 

with family and friends, and to show off the rigs that helped maintained our freedom through the years.  

  Some events that are coming up locally are of course the fall Tower Park event. Locally we will have a 

event the same time as the fall meet. The Wings Over Wine Country Airshow will be held at the Sonoma 

County Airport (Sept. 22-23). Maybe pop in for the day and see some classic war birds and modern military 

hardware. 

  Lastly, I would like to remember a friend of the club. His passing happened right before the spring meet 

and this is my first chance to write about it. I would like to remember the “Gunny” R Lee Ermy. Many of 

you remember the Gunny showing up to the 2003 Nation Convention we had in Alameda. At that time he 

had his hit show “Mail Call” and he and his Jeep were one of the major attractions we had at the show. His 

show brought a lot of interest in military collecting and history. I believe it also brought many folks into the 

military vehicle hobby. I had an opportunity to meet the Gunny and this is a very fond memory for me. It 

was before my father’s passing and we got to experience this meeting together.  The Gunny teased my dad 

about being in the Coast Guard during Vietnam. He called the Coast Guard  “Uncle Sam’s Canoe Club” as 

my Dad was dressed in his WWII USMC HBTs !! I still get a chuckle out of that to this day. The Gunny will 

be sorely missed, and will always be remembered as a great American who worked hard to honor our veter-

ans and keep our proud American Military History alive! 

Semper Fi Gunny! 

 

Scott Rohrs 

North Bay West VP                                  Picture Below is Scott with Gunny.  Another picture Page 7 

Scott Rohrs, North. Bay West VP  

Divisions  707 & 415 west 

415-259-8177 

recon3rdid@yahoo.com  
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Kim Sievert, South Bay VP  

(408) 253-9469 

 vaudevillian@msn.com 

Divisions 408, 669 North 650 

       Pictures from the Morgan Hill South Bay July 4th Parade. Page 10 and 11   

mailto:vaudevillian@msn.com
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The following pictures are of Mike and Debbie Rinehart. Debbie is driving their 1944 MB, and Mike is driving their 1941 

WC40. Debbie is driving her first parade solo with out the ball and chain. She did great, and was surrounded by great people, 

Uncle Sam is a highly decorated jet fighter pilot from Korea. Jack in the back is a Pearl Harbor survivor. He was a Lt. and crew 

member on a PBY. And with Debbie was Russ' (Uncle Sam's) granddaughter who has been along Grandpa’s side through every 

parade. Debbie did great, as I watched the temp gauges to make sure we did not get vapor lock. It was hot as Hades as usual for 

the 4th. Thanks, Mike Rinehart  
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Folks, 

Here’s a few photos of the subject event which we (Marine Corps Mechanized Museum, MCB, Camp 

Pendleton) supported last weekend. I provided the following personal Historic Military Vehicles (HMV’s): 

1943 Ford GTBC Bomb Service Truck with two Mark II Bomb Trailers loaded with 1000 Lb. GP Replica 

Bombs in tow.  

SF,  Bob Turley 
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    MVCC Business Members 
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Classified Ads are free for military vehicle related items and kit for MVCC members. Your ad will run for three issues.  

Your editor will only except ads in writing. Please submit your ad by email: vought@msn.com or by post to: MVCC Editor: 

18549 Paseo Tierra St. Saratoga Ca. 95070. Please print clearly and include contact info and price. Please submit ads by the 15th of 

the month. If you want to make changes to your ad including extending or cancelling your ad, you must notify your editor in  

writing. The MVCC is not responsible for omission's or Incorrect wording and or spelling. The MVCC reserves the right to edit ad 

copy for space. Please send payment for paid ads to: LK Viola, Email:  sec-treasurer@mvccnews.net  

Ad prices: full page $45  Half page $35  Quarter Page  $20   Business Card $5 per issue 

               CLASSIFIEDS 
For Sale: 1952 Willys M38A1  Jeep has many of 

the original parts. Seats front and rear need pads and 

canvas. Still 24 Volt. Engine ran a year ago but 

rough. Missing top bows and batteries. $3500 OBO.   

 Dave 408-805-0065                               9-18 

For Sale: 1968 M715 Kaiser Jeep US Army 

 25th Division 725 MT company Cu Chi Vietnam 

1966– 1975. Truck has no rot restore or drive as is 

with original faded camouflage paint and markings. 

Has Chevy V8 professional install and 12 volt. 

Nothing has been cut easy to put back to original. 

$3500 or best offer. 

Dave 408-805-0065                                   9-18 

For Sale: 1945 Willys MB. Europe return Complete 

teardown and restoration. Using all original parts and 

hardware. Has under hood lube chart and holder, 

grease gun, tire pump. 2018 canvas top and half 

doors. G.I. tow bar installed includes standard  

bumper and wood insert. Includes restored MBT 

trailer with a 2018 canvas cover. For more info call 

Ernestine Chambers  530-846-4218   8-18 

For Sale: WWII GMC & Chevrolet Parts: Re-cored 

radiator - never installed $750. Useable wheels (with 

bad tires), $40. each. Rear axle shafts, $80. each, 

front fenders, drivelines, other misc.  

Located in Geyserville, CA.  

Richard Privat 707-484-8257  

Email: rpironman@hotmail.com     9-18 

 For Sale: M101-A1  TRAILER, CARGO 3/4 TON with Cov-

er and Racks.  Like new tires and spare tire.  Small amount of 

rust in front of trailer.  All Military, 24V  $900.00 

ARCTIC TOP for 151/151A1/151A2  New Old Stock, in 

wood box.  $500.00  Call Ace Clark if interested. 

775-972-8742  Located in Reno, NV 
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               CLASSIFIEDS 
For Sale and restoration: 

1) 1943 Ford GPW  - most of it is there - will run but 

smokes  - frame off restoration done 40 years ago - 

extra partial GPW  engine goes with sale- title-- $ 

8500,00 

2) 1945 Ford GPW -  complete running  gear - body 

tub, hood, fenders  etc.,  grill,windshield frame & 

inner, two combat wheels,  MB engine  - title. $ 

2900.00   

3) 1942 Ford Script  complete running gear, hood, 

body tub, fenders, MB engine etc. no title $ 2800.00 

4) 1945 Willys MB - complete running gear, hood 

fenders, body tub repair or replace, windshield & 

inner - title $ 2500.00 

I would prefer to sell as one lot but  flexible. 

Contact John  @ tidyacres@hotmail.com  or (510) 

821-0355 

FOR SALE – Beautiful 1968 M151-A1 Jeep (Mutt) 

for sale in excellent condition.  This Mutt is real 

clean, no rust and has been restored to run dependa-

bly for parades, road trips and every day driving.  It 

has a legal Oregon title. new canvas roof and all seat 

cushions, new wiring harness from Wiring Harness 

of Maine (front harness installed), complete set of 

manuals, gauges, lights and re-built and functioning 

heater/defroster.  This jeep comes with tons of spare 

parts:   

Asking $14,500  OBO. Contact: 541-914-2917 

email nuksub612@comcast.net 

FOR SALE:  Custom full size replica M1A1, 75mm 

Pack Howitzer with 12 gauge shotgun breach for  

firing blank black powder shells.  This replica  

Howitzer is not able to fire any live ammunition. 

This replica Howitzer will turn heads during a parade 

or other military celebrations.  I had this Howitzer 

built from a base unit I purchased some years ago.  

This unit includes platform, cannon, original 75 mm 

Pack Howitzer wheels and hubs  Some photo of can-

non was taken with M151 style wheels but the can-

non now has  

correct wheels. This cannon is a 100% replica with 

exception of the hubs, wheels and a few other small 

parts.  Asking $14,500  OBO. More info and pictures 

541-914-2917  email nuksub612@comcast.net 
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Blast from the past picture from Fort Cronkite Nike Site BAR (Bay Area Region)                                                   PVT Parts 

1.5 ton Chevy airfield fire truck Early WW2                                                                                                           USAAF 
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USMC Command Jeep Willys M170 with M38A1 top bows, spare tire carrier and gas can on rear panel.                       USMC  
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