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EDITOR: DAVE BALL                      VOL.  XLIII        January 2020 

Announcing Armor Showcase at Camp Plymouth April 2020.  

Get your Vehicles ready to display. All Armored vehicles 

welcome, projects and restored. we love them all. 

Contact Kim Sievert: 408-718-5756  Picture Below: White Truck Inc. mechanics put the finishing touches 

on M3A1 Scout Cars getting them ready to send out to have the armor added.                                           Ed. 
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    MVCC Business Members 
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       Upcoming Events 

April 14-19, 2020 Military Vehicle Collectors of 

California Annual Spring Swapmeet, Campout and 

Military Vehicle Rally. Held at our new location in 

Plymouth CA 49er Village RV resort and Ama-

dor County Fairgrounds. No vendor or visitor fee  

except camping fee.  Lots of free parking for day 

use. Contact: MVCC Wagonmistress, Joann Lesser 

408-238-8277 or 408-440-6068 email 

mvcccampmistress@yahoo.com      

2020 Alameda Point Antiques Faire. First Sunday 

every month. 1000 booths of antiques and  

collectibles. For more info call 510-522-7500 

www.alamedapointantiquesfaire.com 

Show hours 6am to 3pm 

Do you know of events in 2020 and have a date with event info and a Person of Contact  (POC)? If so, 

get the details into the editor ASAP. Planning for the New Year 2020 is here now. Don’t procrastinate. 

Events need to be into me at least two months before they take place. Deadline is the 15th of the month.  

Merry Christmas Happy New Year   Dave Ball MVCC Editor at Large. 

April 26, 2020 Pacific Coast Dream Machines 

Show on Sunday, from 10 am to 4 pm Half Moon 

Bay Airport. 

http://www.miramarevents.com/dreammachines 

Contact: Tim Beeman/650-726-3491 

February 15, 2020 Citrus Fair Parade Cloverdale, 

Ca. 

POC: Scott Rohrs (415) 259 8177 

February 27 thru March 2, 2020 Somerset, Ca. 

POC: Ryan Shelly (925) 395 110 

#vintage4x4expedition  

August 14, 2020 Spirit of 45 Event WWII Living 

History Event, celebrating the end of WWII 

Kelly Park, San Jose 

POC: Robert Corpus (408) 887 3311 

November 11, 2020 Petaluma’s Veteran’s Parade 

Petaluma, Ca. Nor Cal largest military vehicle  

parade! Over 30 military rigs from all over the Bay 

Area. 

POC: Scott Rohrs (415) 259 8177  

November 11, 2020 San Jose Veterans Day Parade 

Step off at 10:30am near the sharks tank. 

POC Kurt Lesser 408-238-8277 

November 8th, 2020 Mayor's Salute to Veterans 

Day Parade, Fisherman's Warf, San Francisco. The 

parade will be a special salute to the Department of 

Defense WWII 75th Commemoration. Staging 

starts at 0900, parade step off at 1100. 

POC: Andy 510-832-4322 

October 3, 4 2020 California Capital Airshow 

Sacramento County's Mather Airport 

CaliforniaCapitalAirshow.com  

POC Dave Porter 530-677-5115 
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               At the front    

              MVCC front office 

John Verissimo, Secretary   

(209) 918-0488 

istanbull@sbcglobal.net  

Christina Verissimo, Treasurer 

(209) 918-0388 

crstna_vrsmo@yahoo.com  

Chris Thomas, MVCC President 

(559)-871-6507 

moparacer@sbcglobal.net  

1944 GMC CCKW Short Wheel Base. This is a late model open cab with a wood bed.    U.S. Army 



 

 Visit our website: www.mvccnews.net                                                                                                                                                                  5 

April Camp Plymouth 

Tuesday 4-14 thru Saturday 04-18 

 

Time to put away your holiday decorations and get ready for Camp Plymouth at the 49'er RV Resort 

and the Amador County Fairgrounds. The MVCC has been charged by the RV resort and the Fair-

grounds to now take all registrations and payment.  If you attended in September 2019, this is how 

reservations were handled.  It's a new way of doing things and might be a bit confusing.  Hopefully I 

can help with any questions that might arise.  You will find in this issue the registration form and a 

page or two titled “Operational Orders.”  The form is simple enough to fill out. If you attended the 

April 2019 event, you should use that space number when filling out the form. If you've forgotten 

your space number, no worries I have that information.  Returning attendees registrations form will 

be accepted starting January 1, 2020.  New attendees registration forms will be accepted and filled 

starting February 1, 2020.  New attendees please mark “new” on the space# line on the registration 

form. I will assign you a site when I receive your registration and will follow up with you.  If you 

have spoken or e-mailed me regarding a site move, I will do my best to accommodate your request 

after all returning members registration forms have been received. 

A few things to keep in mind.  Registration forms will be accepted and processed as they arrive and 

sites will be filled first by those that attended in 2019.  New registrations will be filled after returning 

members registration forms have been received. 

The deadline for all registrations will be March 15, 2020.  Do not procrastinate in returning your 

forms and payment.  The MVCC  has deadlines to meet with the RV Resort and the Fairgrounds and 

may not be able to hold sites indefinitely.  Any sites not registered for after March 15 will be  

considered open and available. 

Cancellations with full refund must be received by March 30,2020.   

Cancellations after April 1, 2020, will be considered on a one-on-one basis 

with possible loss of payment. 

No refunds will be issued during the event. 

 

JOANN LESSER 

           WAGON MISTRESS  
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Don Gomes, Central Valley VP  

Divisions 209,559,661,760, 442 

(209)765-1273 

caddymanwestside@yahoo.com  

Kurt Lesser, South Bay VP 

Divisions 408,669,650 

408-238-8277 

papakb@yahoo.com  

Jack Valenti, Central Coast VP   

Divisions 831, 805, 820 ,408 

South. LRDG@PRODIGY.NET 

831-595-3487 

Andy Shyers East Bay VP   

Divisions 510, 925, 341   

510-832-4322 

mvcc510925@gmail.com 

Hope all of you had a wonderful holiday season and are ready to roll into 2020! Things have been quiet since 

the San Francisco Mayor’s Veterans Day Parade, but that event was special. Wallace Levin the VFW Parade 

Coordinator is always thrilled to have the MVCC participate.  We had 3 vehicles there this year in addition to 

the Memorial Squadron who did multiple fly-by’s over the Bay with 10 aircraft! Over the holiday I  

refurbished a bench mill I picked up and am looking forward to making some parts. It’s funny how one  

project leads to another, and another, and another… Speaking of projects, at SLHS the kids and I have started 

working on a M38A1. This is going to be interesting! I think we have parts from 3-4 Jeeps and are  

attempting to assemble one. It may be a bit of a mongrel when done, but I’m hoping it will provide the kids 

with a good learning experience and be a bit of fun. Did I mention I know very little about Jeeps? I can say 

that the kids are getting the hang of using the torch and bees wax to remove rusty hardware quickly.  

We even had the ¾” breaker bar out today! I’ll have to take some photos when there’s more than a bare 

frame on the lift. If you know of any events in the 510/925 area give me a shout and I’ll spread the word.  

I look forward to seeing you in 2020! Two pictures from SF Vets Parade below. 

 Happy New Year 

Andy 

Above Jim and Kyle in Jim's 1 1/2 ton Chevy.  To the right is Pete and his Jeep with Andy’s Dodge M37 

behind the Jeep.                                                                                                                                   Andy 



 

 Visit our website: www.mvccnews.net                                                                                                                                                                  7 

                    MVCC Editor Dave Ball 

         (408) 805-0065       vought@msn.com  

Please submit all contributions for the newsletter 

by email to the editor by the 15 of the month.  

       Webmaster Sean Nichols 

       Jetnoise400@hotmail.com 

        www.mvccnews.net 

        (775)-424-3813  

           MVCC News STAFF 

If you have any questions or have information regarding a meet or activity in your area, contact your regional vice 

president or any of the officers to let them know. Be sure to visit our website for any last minute activities or changes 

to activities/events. Please submit information regarding upcoming activities to the newsletter editor at least two 

months before the scheduled event. All articles must be submitted to the newsletter editor by the 15th of each month. 

MVCC News Editor Dave Ball vought@msn.com                                                         www.mvccnews.net 

Scott Rohrs, North. Bay VP West  

Divisions  707, 415, 628  

415-259-8177 

recon3rdid@yahoo.com  

Hello North Bay West and beyond, 

  Happy New Year to the membership! This year should be an active one for MV events. It is the 75th  

Anniversary of VE, VJ Days, and the ultimate end of WWII. Lets get out there and educate the younger 

generations and promote the saving of these machines that won our freedoms that we enjoy today. 

  I wanted to start by giving an update on the Veterans Day Parade in Petaluma. We had great weather for 

the day and all of our North Bay crew was in attendance. I believe the count was 26 vehicles in our group 

alone. It seemed a bit lite, but we typically get 25-30 vehicles in a normal year.  It was good to reunite with 

the “Spearhead VI” boys! I hadn’t seen many of them since we were in Europe for the 75th. 

  A couple events that I wanted to promote are the Citrus Fair Parade in Cloverdale on Saturday, February 

15th. The parade starts at 11Am and if I remember, line up starts at 10AM. The North Bay Group does this 

one and always has a spot in the parade. So, if you are able to come there will be a spot for you with the  

other MV’s. They are celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the end of WWII. It usually rains, so it’s a chance 

to show off your canvas in a winter impression. Great small town parade and a fun drive through the  

Sonoma County wine country to get there.  

  Another event that I like to promote is member Ryan Shelly’s Winter Expedition in Gold country.  

This is a camping and trail driving snow trip. The dates are Feb. 27- Mar. 2, 2020. Those that have attended 

this meet will tell you that it is a blast! Contact Ryan for more information and show up to play in the snow. 

 Next is the Spring Meet at Camp Plymouth! It is coming up quick.  Make sure you have secured your spot. 

I am looking forward to seeing how we grow this event from last year.  

  

 

Scott Rohrs 

North Bay West VP 

mailto:vought@msn.com
mailto:Jetnoise400@hotmail.com
http://www.mvccnews.net
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             Mvcc staff 
Mike Fedyk, North Bay VP East, 

Divisions, 707, 415, 628 

(707)372-1311   

bigmike405@hotmail.com 

Happy holidays MV friends,  

The rains are finally upon us and it’s a bit chilly out there.  The holidays are also right around the corner so 

the wife and I took the opportunity to give thanks to our fallen military by participating in Wreaths Across 

America by placing wreaths at the Sacramento National Cemetery in Dixon CA. on Saturday December 

14th.  Luckily the weather was good and we didn’t have to dress for rain.  Tons of people participate in this 

annual event.  We’ve done this event before, and as crowded as it gets, it isn’t a great place to bring a big 

MV although I bet a few jeeps, humvees, M37s would be a big hit.  Maybe we can get a few to participate 

next year.  We also participate in the wreath removal.  It’s scheduled for Saturday January 11th at 7:30am.  I 

brought the M35A2 last year.  It was a tight squeeze getting around all the cars but was well worth it.  That 

truck can hold a lot of wreaths.  Please reach out to me if you want to join us for the cleanup. 

Last month I mentioned tackling the halftrack project and sharing the progress.  Well, I have made some pro-

gress but got side tracked on a couple other projects so I’ll share halftrack progress next month.   

Instead, I buckled down and finished painting the welding tanks for the wrecker.  They are display only but 

did come off an actual military wrecker.  They are a unique size so it took me a bit to find them.  I ended up 

finding them in Georgia.  I got lucky and someone I knew was driving thru there heading West so they got a 

free ride to California.  I also needed to replace the CUCV fan, water pump, brake and alternator’s belts.  I 

used the M1008 truck the other day and lost all the belts at once.  It was challenging to drive with no power 

steering and no brakes!  Anyway, apparently there is quite a bit of discussion in regards to the size of the re-

placement belts.  I ended buying the three belts (shown in the picture).  They were a tight fit.  To install, get 

them over and past the crank pulley first.  Then put them on the pulley of either alternator or the power steer-

ing pump.  Using a 1/2” socket, rotate the motor crank and feed on each belt.  This process worked great and 

the belts are a nice tight fit.  Tons of adjustment left for belt stretching and no squealing. I also got around to 

making a gun ring adapter plate for a German MG3 gun ring but I’m saving that discussion for next month 

along with halftrack progress.  Please send me info on any upcoming events so I can share them with fellow 

MV'ers.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.   

Big Mike. 
Pictures below and top of page 9  Big Mike. 
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Message from 530-916-279, Dave Porter: 

 

Greetings from the North! 

Hope this holiday season finds you all well and happily engaged in preparing your Military Vehicle  

(or vehicles in my case…) for the upcoming April meet.   Nancy and I have been in contact with the 49er 

and the Fairgrounds at Plymouth, lining up activities and other details like food trucks at the  

Fairgrounds.  You’ll be happy to know the MD Juan jeep kit will be there, on display and ready to raffle off 

to the winning ticket holder!  Watch for details in this newsletter as we get closer to April.    

 

Speaking of activities, there are a couple winter events coming up in February, for those of you in the area:   

Camp Gridley, President’s Day weekend, February 14-17, 2020 at the Butte County Fairgrounds in  

Gridley.  Camping in the cold and the rain?  Why not! 

Vintage 4x4 run, February 29, 2020.  Contact Ryan Shelley (ryanshelley@hotmail.com).   

Drive your vintage rig and test those NDTs in the snow!  Leaves at 0900 from the Crossroads Café in Som-

erset, CA.    

 

See you there,  

Dave Porter 

Dave Porter Northern Region VP   

Divisions 530 & 916, 279 

dnporter56@comcast.net 

530-677-5115 
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M3 Half-Track mounted with two 3-tube rocket launchers at the Bengal Air Depot near Calcutta  

(now Kolkata), India, 1942-45.                                                                                          U.S. Army 
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1st-Marine Division M5 Stuart in the muddy jungles on Cape Gloucester New Britain                          USMC 
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Classified Ads are free for military vehicle related items and kit for MVCC members. Your ad will run for three issues.  

Your editor will only except ads in writing. Please submit your ad by email: vought@msn.com or by post to: MVCC Editor: 

18549 Paseo Tierra St. Saratoga Ca. 95070. Please print clearly and include contact info and price. Please submit ads by the 15th of 

the month. If you want to make changes to your ad including extending or cancelling your ad, you must notify your editor in  

writing. The MVCC is not responsible for omission's or Incorrect wording and or spelling. The MVCC reserves the right to edit ad 

copy for space. Please send payment for paid ads to: Christina Verissimo: 209-918-0488 850 Elm Ave, Gustine, Ca. 95322  

Ad prices: full page $45  Half page $35  Quarter Page  $20   Business Card $5 per issue 

               CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR SALE: 1944 International USMC  2.5 ton 

6x6 M-5H-6 Cargo truck. Needs some work to get 

back on the road and running comes with parts to do 

that. This truck has the original bed and the winch. 

Good open cab. Was running has sat for a year now. 

Very complete original truck. Clean title,  

California historical plates currently on non op. 

$7500 OBO Dave 408-805-0065            

FOR SALE: 1990 AMG M998 HMMWV.   
6.2 diesel, TH400 transmission, 4 door soft top,  

high-back front seats, grille guard, keyed ignition 

switch.  Runs, drives, and stops very well, and no 

leaks.  A nice, basic, as-released from the Gov’t 

truck.  37k miles indicated. This was not a GovPlan-

et truck.  Purchased from a local govt. agency.  Ti-

tled and plated in Utah. $17500 OBO -  Damon  

775-335-5636 or damon@damonviola.com    1-20 
FOR SALE: Used a couple times 240V Miller  

Plasma cutter, and Lincoln mig welder. both come 

with carts, consumables and are ready to use. $2000 

obo for both Dave Ball  408-805-0065 for more in-

fo. Email: vought@msn.com     12-19 

FOR SALE: A lot of Dodge parts and some 

M37parts. Cleaning house, all must go 

Call me 707-552-6918 or 707-280-7001  

Please leave a clear message or  

Email me sonnyhanson@comcast.net   2-20 

FOR SALE: Because of recent surgery, I need to 

sell one of my M151A-2 Mutts which I was going 

to restore. It runs very well and is an over-all good 

project. It was a USMC tow vehicle. The paint is 

34052. It never had R.O.P.S. It has a lot of body 

holes where the tow brackets were removed. 

There are some small spots of rust on the body. It 

has lot of new parts, plus 4 extra tires and rims, a 

heater, and a N.O.S top. 

 

It has been parked outside since June, when all 

maintenance was done. It is in San Luis Obispo 

County, California. It has a clear Arizona title. 

 

Asking price $8000. A fact sheet listing all parts 

and photos are available on request. 

 

Harry  Leave a message at (805) 473-9705. 

2-20 

FOR SALE: 1965 Dodge M37B1Truck is Com-

plete to include full canvas. M37 is in excellent 

shape and condition! Truck looks like the day it 

rolled of the assembly line. $10,000. For more info 

please call:  530-397-3203 ask for Mike. 

M105 Trailer goes with the M37 trailer needs work.                  

FOE SALE:  1971 Pinzguer 710H Troop Transport.  

Very good condition. Always garaged, until the last 

6 months. Registered in California. 23,796 kilome-

ters (14,786 miles). Original tool kit + tire chains. 

Recently changed all fluids + air cleaner, with oil 

filter.  New door panels + stainless steel muffler. 

$19,600.  Eric 831-247-7573                  3-20                                         

FOR SALE: M151A2 Windshield with good glass 

and 24 volt wiper motor. $295 

M151 A1/A2 Fuel Tanks, used, will need cleaning, 

both standard and emission style. $125ea. 

M298 Radio Mount for RT 66/67/68 and receiver 

and power supply. Is mounted on a metal stand $250 

Can bring items to Camp Plymouth contact if you 

want to see photos.  George 801-556-3298  3/20 
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               CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR SALE:  Tow Bar used to tow a WW2 Jeep to 

MVCC events. See picture below  $250  

Call Dennis: 916-221-2828 

FOR SALE: Restored Willys MB and Trailer Both Jeep and trailer have canvas and bows.  

The Jeep is a multiple show winner.  

Package includes .50 caliber replica machine gun on pedestal stand and cradle.  

Complete radio transceiver, telegraph key, tools and jack. Separate radio transceiver in trunk with hand 

generator. $25,000 call Jim 775-750-0426                                                                                       3-20 

See picture below 
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1943 Holden Jeep “customized” for the U.S. Marines by Holden (GM Australia) as a frontline Ambulance.              USMC    
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