Eric Reed standing next to his Dodge WC56R)Lin Plymouth, Californid photo by Johnny Verissimo
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Chris Tomas Russian Artillery at Chowchilla
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Chris Thomas, MVCC President | f y omedbemandavant to see the
Newsletter in COLOR you can do so on the
(559)871-6507 MVCCNEWS.NET website. Simply log in

with your password and view ALL MVCC

moparacer@sbcglobal.net )
P @ 9 newsletters irull color.

No report submitted

Good Morning MVCC members!

Hope everyoneds got their military vehicles ready fsafree Eagl
BBQ dinner on Friday night to MVCC members who bring their military vehicles for the event. There is camping and venders are
welcome to display for free. B . ’

May 21st was the Chowchilla Armed Forces Day Parade. MVO8#
members Tony Issak, David Simon, Don Gomes, Johnny Veri
and myself participated with our military vehicles.

Parade:| had Tony Issak tow my 1976 122 mm Russian Artil
piece in the parade. Its one of 4 in private hands in the United
States. Mine was brought over from the Iraq War. | had the Uk
ian Flag on it while in the parade and on display at the Chowch
Fairgrounds during the fair. .

Regards, Chris...
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Johnny Verissimo, Editor, Secretary, Christina Verissimo, Treasurer
Quartermaster, Co Treasurer (209)918

-0488

(209) 9180388

crstna_vrsmo@yahoo.comg
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A beautiful dive bomber on display in hanger 37

MVCC Secretary/ Editor Johnny Verissimo

What 6s up in the MVCC?

We just had a successful meet in Camp Plymoutho we have that to be very thankful
we hope to see you next year which would be the 3rd week of April 2023 making it the 16t to the 22nd. Hope to see you there.

In this newsletter you will find the registration form for the MVCC September Fall Meetwhich is the 11th to the 17th in Camp
Plymouth (Plymouth, California). This is the smaller meet but has been well attended in the last few years.

Also in this newsletter Chris Toadman Hughes gives us a tour of the USS Alabama Battleship with its 16 inch guns and aircraft

In my world we had the Eagle Field AAFwork day at Eagle Field in Dos Palos on May 14th. Once a month we have a work day at
the Barracks, there is an open invitation to anyone who wants to help. If your into World War 2 history and have goigga the b
restore and preserved WW 2 history then EF AAF might be a place for you. For more information on Eagle Field AAF call Chris
Thomas.

I 61 1 be taking my Command Car t o t heon8atundaydhe Fletwhich will e passedc o v
by the time this is read. Then we have the Memorial for Mark Bombini at Eagle Field on the 28th (my birthday). Thenmwh June 3
and 4th we have the Eagle Field Dinner Dance and Fly In. Again, if your into WW2 History then the fly in is somethingilgbu sho
really consider. | want to say at the last event we had 30 military vehicles show up plus the war birds.

I had an idea for a themed newsl etter andSodlecateddame friends wgho wi
command cars and asked them to do a write up on their vehicles that they restored. A big thank you to Eric Reed, Petk Woodwar
Tim Coolbaugh and John Duckett for their articles and photos on their command cars.

July! The official month of taking your military vehicle in a parade. One of the coolest by products of owning a military vehicle

is parade attendance. The 2nd by product of buying, restoring and owning a military vehicle is its your 401K but ydaygeitho p
it | 6ve been in the hobby since 1989 and have neverhi-seen
cles are kinda Wall Street Bottoming Out proof. | find that military vehicles are a really good investment.

Are military vehicles a good investment, HECK YEAH Depending on the make, model and
Wall Street military vehicles are something you can actually touch, hold, and if your me you hug.

SHOWCASE 2023: There will be a Dodge Showcase at the 2023 April Meet! Get the Dodges ready!

A LONG TIME COMING. At the age of 52 | finally made it to Pearl Harbq
I't was a |ife changing experiencédg
history buffs. Christina and | had the best 11 days while visiting all the
ums.Coul dndét r ec o mmArticlein this nevesletteu g h ! !
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My 1943 WC56 3/4 Ton Command Car by Eric Reed

As a young child | had seen all the War movies and played with my plastic army toys. Somewhere along my childhood | decided |
wanted a Dodge Command car. | thought the command car was really cool looking. As | grew up, | found the command car | had
seen in the movies was the WC56 version. | have now, and have owned many other Dodge military vehicles, starting out with M37
and a WC1, which kept me pacified until | could obtain a WC56. | was always on the search for an affordable WC56, fasn-had a

ily to support. One day | was driving on Hwy. 395 and saw several command cars parked in Boron at a shop building. They were
WC56 06 s, |l was jazzed, a fellow MiE—"* ' = tor

utes from me. But every time | would drive to Boron, no one was at the b
ing, | was bummed.

In 2006 | attended Tower Park in my 1962 Dodge M37b1. Keith Courtney =
myself had driven it up there from Barstow, being 318 powered we could
that 7 hour drive at speed, | hac¢
very traditional, but it did attract people to come up to us when we pulled, :
Tower. One of the interested persons was Mr. Dennis Darr from Boron. A
meeting Dennis, | told him of the numerous attempts to meet him and | w
interested in one of his WC56 command cars. | visited Dennis after the S
and through a |l engthy time we ca

in very abused condition, but it was an affordable to me, a 1943 WC56.

e Rern € Daais DARR,

2oo

After | brought it home | was on the search for parts and was searching the

Th

internet for command car pictures to see what way | was going with my command car. After seeing all the pictures antidetarned

findingcwtnee besinng a rare find. I decided to restore it
back to factory. One crazy thing about my command car w| e il g ’ P g
had a goofy white steering wheel welded on it, it looked lik¢
wheel off a school bus ? So one day | was on the net lookif
command car pictures and found an article with a Universg
Studios backlot shot and there was a command car picture
with the very same white Bus steering wheel ! Wow, it is
command car. Well, | eagerly started searching the interne
movie data base more and more to find shows and movies
command car had been in. | have found several and | am =
ently getting more pictures of my command car in shows a
movies with its signature white steering wheel being the cg
mation. One crazy thing | would like to add, when | was a ki

our family went to Universal Studios as a |l arge gr ostSu- wi th

per Staro and us kids got to do the rides and tour otldhe
have had it then. This is too funny and almost sur-
real. In my research of other Backlot pictures |
found companion vehicles, such as Halftracks &
2 1/2 tons that were in the same paint schemesg
my command car. Dennis Darr had one of the |
ARai d on Rommel 0 half
down the command car for body work | had fou
it to have many layers of colors and many holeg
drilled in it I had to fill. Apparently It had been
made into a German staff car once. | have see
as a still prop vehicle in a 1970 version of

"Hogandés Herods" and |
Rommel 06 before it wasf®
vehicle it must had been running. The grill had |
been removed sometime back and it was drive
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Continued from Page 4222222

complete condition and used
Zahraind it had some goofy
show fiGarrisons Gorillaso wi
being used as a bent up still prop vehicle in 1991 with no grill i
AChilds Playo, and the | ast
ASliderso. I n Sliders they

over onto its topside. | continually search for more Shows an
Movies my command car was used in. John Tedesco and | g
speak of remembering the Universal Studios backlot, John k
many of the vehicles that were there once and the movies th
were used in. | will continue to build my history book and add
more pictures of its movie history. | really enjoy bringing it to
Shows and Plymouth. I will continue to support MVCC with n
command car being ever pres
short story, being there is more to this, but it would turn into
book (lol).

| want to thank
Johnny Verissima
for asking about
my command car
and wanting to
share its history
with all of you.

Eric Reed~
Barstow, Califor-
nia

in the 1962 movie fAEscape
top on it and again used in
ith the top removed. Then b
in

time in 1996 in the TV Sho
really finished it off with
d

ften

nows

ey

the

ny

ent. | hope everyone enjoybd

Smith Chevrolet

“Whore sorsice comes.  Caitlze. , Inc.
WWIQQG 1601 Auto Mall Drive

Turlock, CA 95380
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Lee C. Smith

Owner

(209) 632-3946 - —_——
(209) 988-8832 Cell
(209) 667-7157 Fax
leesmith@SmithChevroletCadillac.com
smithchevroletcadillac.com m

Specializing in vintage
WWII Willys MB/Ford GPW
vehicles and parts

1-844-WW2-JEEP

Jay Hinton | Napa, California USA | 1-844-992-5337 | jay@jaysww2jeeps.com

Mother Lode Detachment 1080
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