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(559)-871-6507 

moparacer@sbcglobal.net  

Christina Verissimo, Treasurer 

(209) 918-0388 

crstna_vrsmo@yahoo.com  

If youôre a member and want to see the 

Newsletter in COLOR you can do so  on the 

MVCCNEWS.NET website. Simply log in 

with your password and view ALL MVCC 

newsletters in full color.  

Hello MVCC, 
 
Fall weather is here and winter is right around the corner, so now is the time to start your reservations for the April Meet 
2024, at Camp Plymouth. First off, Iôll start with some of the changes for this year. The biggest is the retirement of our 
wagon mistress Joanne lesser, Joanne has been our faithful wrangler of reservations for longer than any of us can re-
member, and I hope that she enjoys her well-deserved retirement and freedom so she can really enjoy the club meets 
from here on out. Our new Director of reservations is Jennifer Tannis, sheôs a local, she helped with reservations this 
past fall and sheôs already working at streamlining our new reservation system. About the reservation systems, as of 
now we will continue using the mail-in forms found here in the newsletter, we were hoping to be able to have our online 
system up and running, but I would rather have the system introduced with as few problems as possible instead of rush-
ing it through, so continue to make your reservations the way that you have in the past and we will have the new online 
system rolled out by fall. Next up on changes is the fairgrounds have put ground asphalt across most of our dry camping 
area. Thereôs both positives and negatives to this. The positive is cut down on the dust, and it will allow us to lay out the 
campsites in a more organized fashion. 
 
A couple of the negatives are we are going to have to adjust the campsite numbers. The good news is that virtually eve-
ry campsite will either be 20 x 30 or 30 x 20 so all sites will be consistent throughout the dry camping area. The camping 
sites along the ditch are still grass so look carefully at the new map. Weôre going to try and get everybody back into their 
same general location as theyôve had in years past, but this will allow the road system to be laid out with less congestion 
and more flow and as a bonus everybody is going to be getting a little more space, and who doesnôt like having a little 
more swapping space.  
 
Now the next change for this year is taking digital payments for our club booth which we will roll out for April, so bring 
your credit cards and save your cash for buying parts because we will be more than happy to take your credit card or 
debit card payments at the club booth for club merchandise and 
renewal of memberships. 
 
We now have three showcases for Friday and Saturday of the 
event with our club dinner and raffle on Saturday night over at 
the fairgrounds. We are moving the dinner to the fairgrounds 
because of the tremendous response to last yearôs dinner where 
we couldnôt hold everybody inside of the hall at the 49er, this will 
also allow more parking and more space for eating. 
 
I hope everyone has a safe winter and will see you all in April.  
 
Thanks, Chris. 
 

Photo-Chris Thomas, at Fort DeRussy , Oahu, Hawaii, December 

1991 Left Chris Thomas, MVCC President, Right -Dave Simon 

MVCC Member, M15 Half Track with 37mm AA Gun 
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                         MVCC Secretary/ Editor Johnny Verissimo 

Its not a hobby, itôs a lifestyle to me. Enjoy, lifeôs too short! 

Whatôs happening in the MVCC? A lot. 

Iôd love to thank Frank & Florence Simon (San Luis Obispo, Ca) and Bette Perry (Crows Landing, Ca) for their donations to the 

MVCC, to go toward postage stamps. Thank you Thank you Thank you! Within 2 weeks I received two checks from different 

MVCC members who wanted to help their club. Again, thank you for your generosity.  

ÂĲċƖũШcċƖĤŸƖЯШ?ĲĦĲůĤĲƖШΤЯШΝΦΠΝЯ a minute, an hour, and day that 

changed the entire world, that is not an exaggeration. From the moment 

those Japanese planes entered US airspace, then flew over US territory, 

the world would never be the same. That Sunday, changed everything for 

Americans, in many ways. While many Americans were protesting the 

US getting involved in the war against the Axis powers the US was bru-

tally attacked by Japan, one of the Axis powers. Before Pearl Harbor, the 

US was kinda divided, after the attack on Pearl, the US became One 

Country, with One goal, to avenge Pearl Harbor and destroy the Axis 

Powers. December 7, 2024 is the Anniversary of the Pearl Harbor Attack, 

a day, that President Rosevelt, said would live in Infamy.  

Donôt forget to renew your membership to the MVCC! 

A great present that keeps on giving: Membership to the MVCC!? It 

gives 12 months a year! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

May your stockings be filled with militaria memorabilia and military 

vehicle parts! Tiss the Season. 

Lee Edwards article was very cool, thank you Lee. If I could possibly 

top my Pearl Harbor trip from 2022 and 2023 it would be to, perhaps 
someday, take Pearl, my 1941 Command Car to Oahu and Ford Island in 
Pearl Harbor. I canôt think of a more super cool place to drive my com-
mand car around town. Iôd start at Waikiki Beach, head up around Dia-

mond Head then up the Southern side of Oahu where everything is as 
green as could possibly be. Iôd head up past the Polynesian Center and 
Turtle Bay to the famous North Shore, which is the northern most tip of Oahu, there are gun emplacements that had large coastal 
artillery, then Id stop at the local food trucks to have some of the best food in the world. Iôd continue my trip back through the mid-
dle of Oahu because you canôt drive around the whole Island do the Military reservation on the Northwestern most top of the Island. 

Driving back toward Pearl you will drive down the center of the Island, you will drive past the world-famous Pineapple Plantation, 
which is a must stop. Also, along the way you will see Schofield Barracks and Wheeler Field, both of whom were made famous dur-
ing the attack on Pearl Harbor that fateful day, and both are still active military bases. When you get 
back to Waikiki you have to stop at Lenardôs for their world-famous Portuguese Malasadas.  

If you plan to visit Pearl Harbor, you need to see Fort DeRussy which is on Waikiki Beach. Itôs a bun-
ker that housed Coastal Artillery. The walls are super thick, itôs a massive bunker complex.  

Aerial view of the Naval Operating Base, Pearl Har-

bor, looking southwest on 30 October 1941. . Ford 
ϥsland Naval Air Station is in the center, with the 
Pearl Harbor Navy Yard just beyond it, across the 
channel. The airɲeld in the upper left-center is the 
Army's Hickam Field. Oʛcial U.S. Navy Photo-
graph, now in the collections of the National Ar-
chives. 

Right photos-View looking up Battleship Row on 7 December 
1941, after the Japanese attack. The sunken and burning USS 
Arizona (BB-39) is in the center. To the left of her are USS Tennes-
see (BB-43) and the sunken USS West Virginia (BB-48). Oʛcial U.S. 
Navy Photograph, from the collections of the Naval History and 
Heritage Command. 
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Changes at Camp Plymouthès 49er RV Resort- The Resort is doing some construction, again, things will be moved around, the MVCC 
has no control over the construction or how things will look, please be patient with our wagon master.  
 
Changes at the Fairgrounds- The fairgrounds brought in grounded road base, this might or might not affect your space. Again, please 
be patient with our wagon master as she has no control over the changes, if any.  
 
American Armory Museum- Chris Thomas and I went to the American Armory Muse-

um to see their open house. AAM was giving rides on their halftrack and armored vehi-

cles. American Armory Museum is located in Fairfield, California.  

`ÀġíĆĀÀú _íúíġÀĖĴ ²ÙëíÎúÙ _ĥĚÙĥÿ-¢Ƙŀƴƪ you Mary and Erik Terberg on their on their 
article. Mary and Erik went to the National Military Vehicle Museum, the same one as 
Bill Lander went to the month prior. The museum made such an impression on Mary and 
Erik that they submitted an article. After reading their article and seeing the photos I had 
to put it in this newsletter after Billôs. This place is making a huge impression on MVCC 
members and people around the world. Check out their article.  
 

3~ª ®qj *]{§ Iz·{~¯®q >U** Mq~µf]«j ]|h Mµ]§ >jj® ĕēĕė µj q]´j Ė «q~µf]«j« §z]||jhĨ There is a 1st place, 
2nd place and 3rd place. Plaques will be given. Vehicles can be in any condition, meaning, restored, unrestored, mid restoration, barn 
find, etc. All showcases will take place in the Fairgrounds Arena. To enter your military vehicle is FREE. People love to see military 
vehicles in any condition.  
1st Showcase is 10AM to 12NOON, a M38, M38A1ôs and Variants, person in charge is Tyler Rizzuto, contact information is (916)
297-1683 all M38ôs welcome! 
2nd Showcase is Saturday, 10AM-12NOON, Muleôs and all Variants of Mules, person in charge is Glen Closson, contact information 
is glen.closson@gamil.com all mules welcome! 
3rd Showcase is 1PM to 3PM, All big trucks, 2.5 Ton and Up, AND, Military Service vehicles, person in charge is Big Mike Fedyk, 
contact information is bigmike405@hotmail.com ALL big trucks welcome, in any condition. 
 
Welcome Jennifer Tanis, our NEW Wagon Master. Jennifer will be taking all reservations 
and answering all questions about reservations. Keep in mind, everyone on the MVCC board, 
wagon master, quarter master, webmaster secretary, editor etc are all MVCC members who 
volunteer, who do not get paid and there are no perks, we do it because we love the hobby! 
Please be kind and spread the love to them.  
 
Thank you JoAnn Lesser! Retiring Wagon Master. If you know JoAnn you know she is 
Awesome, a person who has given so much of herself to our hobby. Thank you JoAnn, your 
cool. Now you can chill at the next meet.  
 
Seems like I always have a lot of thank youôs to give out. I have one more, thank you John 
Neuenburg, who helps me with Daily briefings, placing ads in magazines, and anything I ask 
of him. Heôs kinda like my partner in crime, lol. Anyone who knows John canôt say he isnôt persistent. John loves the MVCC like we 
all do. In the MVCC we can never have enough volunteers. If you want to give back to your club please think about becoming a vol-
unteer. Contact your secretary, Me, or the newsletter editor, Me, and Iôll hook you up with the right person. istanbull@sbcglobal.net    
 

Thank you to all the board members who submit articles for the last newsletter of the year! Thank you.   
 
This is the last newsletter of 2023! Can't believe how fast time is ʟying by, its crazy fast, so, what ever 
you have planned for the next 5 years, try and do it 2024, time is ʟeeting.  
 
Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, Happy whatever you want it to be, Enjoy. 
 

Johnny & Christina Verissimo, Your Secretary/Editor & Treasurer~  
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Left photosï Gustine 

Veterans Day Pa-

rade, Denny Clark, 

Don Gomes and 

Johnny with Pearl 

the Command Car 

Rightï Santa Claus 

taking a break. 

mailto:glen.closson@gamil.com
mailto:bigmike405@hotmail.com
mailto:istanbull@sbcglobal.net
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Left-View of Pearl Harbor looking southwester-
ly from the hills to the northward. Taken dur-
ing the Japanese raid, with anti-aircraft shell 
bursts overhead. Large column of smoke in 
lower center is from USS Arizona (BB-39). Small-
er smoke columns further to the left are from 
the destroyers Shaw (DD-373), Cassin (DD-372) 
and Downes (DD-375), in drydocks at the Pearl 
Harbor Navy Yard. Oʛcial U.S. Navy Photo-
graph, now in the collections of the National 
Archives. 

Right-View taken on 10 December 1941, at Pearl Harbor, Ha-
waii, showing the ship sunk at her moorings as a result of the 
Japanese attack on the 7th. Ships in the background include 
(from left to center): USS Tangier (AV-8), USS Solace (AH-5), 
a Brooklyn class light cruiser, and the hulk of the old minelay-
er USS Baltimore (CM-1). Courtesy of the Naval Historical 
Foundation  

Right-Kataryna  

Verissimo in 

front of the Tow-

er at Ford Island 

April 2023. 

Rightï inside the Pacific 

Aviation Museum on 

Ford Island in April 

2023.This place is a 

MUST visit museum. Below right and 

left-The Control 

Tower at Ford Is-

land 

Some photos from Pearl Harbor during and after the attack.  
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Pearl Harbor 

By Johnny Verissimo 

As you might be able to tell,  the attack on Pearl Harbor has always had a special place in my heart. Not 

sure why. Could have been that when I was a little kid  my favorite movies were Tora Tora Tora, re-

leased in 1970 or Midway with Charleston Heston, a movie that was released in 1976. Or maybe it was 

the VHS documentaries. There was this other known movie called 1941 with John Belushi,  that definite-

ly had my attention.  

Today we have movies like Pearl Harbor, with Ben Aflac, released in 2001, 

and the movie Midway, with Woody Harrelson, released in 2020. 

I have yet to see a perfect Pearl Harbor movie. Until Steven Spielberg and Tom 

Hanks make a Pearl Harbor movie these movies will have to do fill my need.  

Iôve put up some more photos of Pearl Harbor, from orignals to my families 

trip to Pearl Harbor this April. It took me 54 years to make it to Pearl Harbor to 

pay my respects, in 2022, then, my daughters wanted me to go with them 

in 2023. So, two years straight, I got to go to where I always wanted to go.  

If you get the opportunity, I recommend a visit to Pearl Harborôs Visitors 

Center. And, if you have time, watch the 4 movies Iôve listed.   

Right, Christina and I in the Tower at 

Ford Island, the USS Missouri in the 

background.   

Below-Admiral C.W. Nimitz, 

CINCPAC rides in his Jeep, named 

USS HUSH HUSH in Pearl Har-

bor, June 1942. In the back seat of 

the jeep second from left is Rear 

Admiral Milo F. Draemel, other 

officers are unidentified.   

Above, USS Arizona Memorial, this was 

like a religious experience for me. I was 

there., April 2023, I paid my respects. 
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Dave Porter (Northern Region VP)  Divisions 530 & 916, 279 

dnporter56@comcast.net  (530)-677-5115 

                             IŜƭƭƻ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘΗ 
 
Auburn ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ 5ŀȅΣ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ммǘƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛƎ 
Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊŀŘŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
фмсκрол ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŀǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ 
ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ aŀǊǎƘŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀπ
ǊŀŘŜΦ  CƛǾŜ a±// ƧŜŜǇǎ Ǉƭǳǎ ŦƻǳǊ ƻǊ ŬǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ǳπ
ōǳǊƴ ŀǊŜŀ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŜŘ нл YƻǊŜŀƴ ²ŀǊ ±Ŝǘǎ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ŀǎ 
ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ aŀǊǎƘŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀŘŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŬǾŜ a±// ƧŜŜǇǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ 5ƻǳƎ hΩbŜƛƭ ό²ƛƭƭȅǎ a.ύΣ 5ŀǾŜ tƻǊǘŜǊ όCƻǊŘ 
Dt²ύΣ DŀǊǊŜǧ tƻǊǘŜǊ όCƻǊŘ Dt²ύΣ ¢ƻƳ DǳƴǘƘŜǊ ό²ƛƭƭȅǎ 
aоу!мύΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ȅƭŜǊ wƛȊǳǧƻ ό²ƛƭƭȅǎ aоу!мύΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŘǊƛǾπ
ƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀŘŜΣ ƎǳȅǎΗ  ²Ŝ ŜŀŎƘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ н ǾŜǘǎ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
ŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ уф ǘƻ фн ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎǊƻǿŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǝŎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǾŜǘǎ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎŀǊπ
ǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƧŜŜǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŜǊƛƴƎ 
ŎǊƻǿŘΣ ǿŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƅŀƎǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ 
ŘǊƻǾŜ ŀƭƻƴƎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ƛǘΣ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻƴ 
ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ƴŜŀǊ ȅƻǳ ƴŜȄǘ ǝƳŜΗ 
  
5ŀǾŜ            


