
 

 Visit our website: www.mvccnews.net  &  www.facebook.com/MVCCCAMPPLYMOUTH       

the  

 
 
C
A
L
I
F
O
R
N
I
A

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Collector  

NEWSLETTER 

EDITOR: Johnny Verissimo                                        VOL.  2o24       May/June 2023  

Military Vehicle  

    WEST COAST  After actions reports inside! 

135 Military trucks, jeeps, tanks, trailers, motorcycles and bicycles es at Camp Plymouth last month! 

ACTRESS 

JOAN COL-

LINS on the 

front cover,,, 

This is a dou-

ble issue 

newsletter 

due to event. 

Dave Etchelõs Ford M8 Armored Car 

at  Camp Plymouth 2023  
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Over 135 military vehicles at  Camp Plymouth 2023! 



 

 Visit our website: www.mvccnews.net  &  www.facebook.com/MVCCCAMPPLYMOUTH     2 

  .7$$ 13&4*%&/5z4 .&44"(& 

           MVCC Staff/Officers/HQ  
Johnny Verissimo, Editor, Secretary, 

Co Treasurer (209)918-0488 

istanbull@sbcglobal.net  

Chris Thomas, MVCC President 

(559)-871-6507 

moparacer@sbcglobal.net  

Christina Verissimo, Treasurer 

(209) 918-0388 

crstna_vrsmo@yahoo.com  

If youôre a member and want to see the 

Newsletter in COLOR you can do so  on the 

MVCCNEWS.NET website. Simply log in 

with your password and view ALL MVCC 

newsletters in full color.  

MVCC, you rock! 
 
We just had, by all measures, the largest meet in club history and was larger then most of the recent MVPA Nationals and 
that's something that all of the MVCC can be proud of.  People vote with their feet and we had them racked, stacked and 
packed this year.  Even with some issues this year, the event ran smoothly and only good things have been said about it.  
 
I'll leave the awards and the dollars and cents to the POCs of each event during the meet.  But I need to call out some of 
the behind the scenes people too. 
 
Thanks to the POCs for the great Showcases this year.  Tim Coolbaugh and John Duckett had a great selection of Dodges 
and amazing challenge coins for each Dodge owner in the showcase.  Scott Rohrs had 33 WWII jeeps make it to the 
Showcase, just short of the target of 50.  Sorry Scott, myself and Ginger Jeep was out playing traffic cop/meter maid and 
missed the showcase.  John Neuenburg had a wide selection of two and three wheeled vehicles for display.  John's show-
case was over in the 49'er and we had no parking issues and there was always a good crowd there, thanks everyone. 
 
Thanks to Jimmy Strauss for opening up his shop for us.  A great time was had by all who made the drive.  Thanks also 
goes to Dave and Nancy Porter for the poker run and the Ladies trip.  As always, a big thank you to Kurt and JoAnn for 
layout and check-in and a hundred other things you do for us.  Chris, thanks for serving food out of the kitchen trailer.   HQ 
had the usual suspects manning the booth Don Gomes, Christina Verissimo, Johnny Verissimo, Jennifer Tanis and Mary 
Terberg pulling yeoman duty with many others. 
 
The Friday night dinner/raffle/auction was pulled off after our caterer bailed on us at the last minute.  What Scott and Jen-
nifer Tanis pulled together was amazing and Kari Lampman jumped in to run the grill really saved the day.  Thanks to all of 
you.  Again, thanks to Summit Racing for getting our five jeep tires here in time for the auction. 
 
The next issue I'll be giving a rundown 
of the general membership meeting and 
some changes to make payments to the 
club easier. 
 
Thanks again to all who made it to 
Camp Plymouth.  See you in the Fall! 
 
Chris Thomas 
 
P.S. Hi Betty! 
 
L-R: Roberto Mossier, Johnny Veris-
simo, Tyler Rizzuto, Chris Thomas, 
Scott Tanis, Don Wadley and Rus 
Rice at Camp Plymouth on Thursday 
of the event. 

P
h
o
t
o
 
t
a
k
e
n
 
a
t
 
C
a
m
p
 
P
l
y
m
o
u
t
h

 



 

 Visit our website: www.mvccnews.net  &  www.facebook.com/MVCCCAMPPLYMOUTH     3 

                         MVCC Secretary/ Editor Johnny Verissimo 

Welcome! Welcome to the MVCC 

Camp Plymouth April 2023- Just back from the MVCCôs 2023 Showcase and Swap Meet event. Outstanding, itôs the word I give 
to describe my time at Camp Plymouth this year. With tons of venders and over 135 military vehicles and trailers, Iôd say this event 
was a success. Many times Iôve had people come up to me and say ñW0W, this is cool.ò Even I was like, WOW, this IS COOL. 
Parking, as most of you know we have a huge parking lot at Camp Plymouth, big enough for simiôs and their trailers, so imagine my 
surprise that on Thursday the parking lot was full, AND, that on Friday parking spilled out to the road leading to the entrance of the 
parking lot! That was a first. This years Wednesday felt like a normal years Thursday, meaning people came in early this year, days 
earlier than normal. A GOOD Sign.  
 
At this event, what did I buy? Lol, I bought a Ben 
Hur water trailer from December 1941, YEAH, DE-
CEMBER 1941! Can you tell Iôm kinda excited 
about it. Then I bought a heater, from Robin Bartel, 
that goes in the water buffalo, to heat the water in the 
tank, something that is cool and rare. Then, I bought 
a 57mm round (1943) and riffle grenade, again from 
Robin. Also bought 2 hoodies and a tshirt from the 
MVCC HQ booth. Plus I bought some stuff from Lee 
Edwards who was selling stuff left and right, it was 
like Lee was having a ñDay After Christmas Saleò at 
his site. A crowd quickly developed at Leeôs site, 
even I couldnôt resist. I even bought a mess kit from 
one of the venders, something Iôve always wanted 
but has escaped me.  
 
Me and a jeep? Since writing that Iôve been in the hunt for a WW2 jeep starting in 1987, when I 
graduated high school, friends and MVCC members have given me leads and asked if I wanted to 
buy a restoration project. I want to thank everyone, but for me, a WW2 might be one of those 
things that I lost out on and am ok with it. With my health being what it is I canôt restore a jeep 
anymore. If I were ever to own one I would have to buy one done, and with prices or restored jeeps 
being where they are, I donôt see a WW2 jeep in my future and have accepted it. Still, its fun to 

drive my friendsô jeeps!  Lifeôs experiences, donôt hesitate, donôt wait to do something later on in 
life when you could do it now. Life can be far too short, so, my advice, LIVE IT UP, ENJOY, 

WHAT WE DO IS SOOOO COOL and FUN!   BEST HOBBY EVER. 
 
 
Thank YOUôs! Don Gomes-Quartermaster, Christina Verissimo-Treasurer, Mary Terberg, Erik 
Terberg, Jennifer Tanis, Chris Thomas, Matt Siragusa, Jim Bertao, Johnny Verissimo(me) and 
anyone else I am missing, for working in the MVCC booth this year. It felt like we had less volun-
teers this year so thank you all for taking up the extra work. Thank youôs- JoAnn Lesser-Wagon 
Mistress- reservation at the fairgrounds. Thank youôs- raffle/Auction, Jennifer and Scott Tanis and 
support group. Thank youôs- Chris Thomas and support staff- Dinner Friday night. Thank youôs- John Duckett, Tim Coolbaugh-
Dodge Showcase, Scott Rohrs-Jeep Showcase and John Neuenburg-Motorcycle & Bike Showcase. This club is a club about mem-
bers, for member, put on by members that is a non profit, what you do you do for yourself and others, thank you from the bottom of 

my slightly larger than normal heart.    
 
Thank youôs-Jimmy Strauss for the 
Jeep Restoration Shop open house. 
Thank you for the article and photos 
Dave Porter. Also, thank you to Ty-
ler Rizzuto for getting me more pho-
tos of the convoy to Jimmyôs and 
photos in the shop in Jimmys shop. 
Hope everyone had a great time.  
 
Military Vehicles Magazine has 
changedï MVM is now Military 
Trader & Vehicles  Magazine. You 
will get the best of both worlds now 
in one magazine. I just got mine in 
the mail and thought it was pretty 
cool . 

My  Dodge WC25 and my new G527 Water Buffalo  at Camp Plymouth 
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MVCC Secretary/ Editor Johnny Verissimo continued- 

Thank youôs, to our Club President, Chris Thomas, whoôs where the buck stops with. Chris is one of the busiest people I know, heôs 
got farmers hours, but he made time for the MVCC and its members. Believe me, being President of any club is stressing and the 
MVCC is no exception due to how large and far spread our club membership is. Chris will totally get upset with me for thanking him 
but I still have to, Thank you.  
 
Eagle Field Dinner Dance and Fly In this June, please donôt forget, this is your chance to drive you military vehicle all over a 
WW2 Pilots Training Air Field. You donôt have to have a vehicle to come and have a good time. 
 
Kurt Lesser- 5/4/23- Just got a call from JoAnn Lesser, Kurtsôs surgery went great, he will be heading to recovery. For those of you 
that donôt know, Kurt had heart bypass surgery this morning.  Right before Camp Plymouth, Kurt had  learned that he had 95% 
blockage and that he did need to have surgery. Kurt did need to have his chest open for this surgery so he will be out of commission 

for a little bit. Knowing Kurt he will be up and attending events in no time.    
 
Events- there are quite a few events coming up. One that I am looking forward to and will be attending is Charles Topeôs MV event 
in Monterey on the 18th during Car Week in Monterey. If you want to drive your military vehicles along side Bugattiôs, Ferrari and 
Lamborghiniôs then this event is for you. I know a few of us will be attending with our military vehicles. You can RSVP with 
Charles. Flyer in this newsletter. Iôd love it if a bunch of MVCC members attend  
 
From The Netherlands  by Remko Gooijert-A special article from someone  in the hobby who happens to be located on the other 

side of the planet but does the same thing we do here.. I asked Remko if he would tell us a little something about the hobby in his 

area. I want to thank Remko for taking the time to give us a little insight into what they do over there.  Note the similarities.  

YEAH, I went Pearl Harbor again this April, exactly one year from my first time to Pearl Harbor last year. Ahhh Pearl Harbor, 

Oahu, I love you. Its absolutely an amazing place. Again our daughters sent us because they wanted us to show them Pearl Harbor, 

so we all went. Showing my daughters Pearl Harbor and Oahu was one of the most special things Iôve gotten to do with my daugh-

ters. My two daughters, Kataryna (28) and Maryan (26), grew up listening to me talk about Pearl Harbor, US History, WW2 History, 

World History, so to be able to share their trip to Pearl Harbor was a very special moment in our family. Still canôt believe I went to 

Pearl Harbor again this year, Iôm still 

in disbelief and Iôm already back, 

lolé 

 
Johnny & Christi-
na~ 
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Photos from Camp Plymouth 2023, by Johnny Verissimo 

Those of you that know me know I like to take a lot of  photos. The following are some of the  

people, vehicles and swap meet I saw at Camp Plymouth last month.  I didnôt have time to ad 

captions to every photo. 

For ALL of the photos I took at Camp Plymouth go to MVCC Camp Plymouth Show & 

Swap Meet, Plymouth, California on Facebook. Also, you can go to www.mvccnews.net   

Over 135  jeeps, trucks, trailers, motorcycles and bikes were counted at this meet. Thank you  

C.J. Bertagna for gives us your head count. That will give you an idea  of the size of this event. 


