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           MVCC Staff/Officers/HQ  
Johnny Verissimo, Editor, Secretary, 

Co Treasurer (209)918-0488 

istanbull@sbcglobal.net  

Chris Thomas, MVCC President 

(559)-871-6507 

moparacer@sbcglobal.net  

Christina Verissimo, Treasurer 

(209) 918-0388 

crstna_vrsmo@yahoo.com  

If youôre a member and want to see the 

Newsletter in COLOR you can do so  on the 

MVCCNEWS.NET website. Simply log in 

with your password and view ALL MVCC 

newsletters in full color.  

Hello MVCC, 
 
Hopefully everyone made it through summer and Camp Plymouth is right around the corner so if you havenôt gotten your 
registration in by now well youôre out a luck, you can, however, contact 49er. We got a lot of stuff to go over at the general 
membership meeting on Saturday so if you could only make it one day make it Saturday. 
 
On that note it looks like weôre going to be making a special convoy to Art Archers 
location in Jackson, his daughter asked us to do a military convoy to his assisted 
living facility and I wholeheartedly agree that we should take and do it, considering 
everything that Art has done for us over the years. On a more personal note, con-
gratulations to our newest vice president, Tim Colburn for taking over from Charles 
Tope at Central Coast and Iôd also like to thank everyone for voting me back in as 
president, but, I'm giving you guys a warning that this is going to be my last term 
so if anybody wants to be president, Iôll be more than happy to help him/her prep 
for it for the next two years. 
 
One thing that weôre planning for the spring meet is to have more events on Satur-
day, make Saturday the Main Day, switching over from Friday. The showcases and 
dinner, raffle and dance will be on Saturday. Thereôs talk of having an additional 
convoy and other activities to fill out the day so please plan ahead. Last year we 
had an abundance of public to completely filled the parking lot and overflowed. 
Letôs keep it up, the more people we get through the door the more members we 
get, the stronger we become. Thatôs all for now. Iôll see you at the meet.  
 
Till next time, youôre Presi-
dent, Chris. 
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L-R Chris, Tim, his half track, and I at Spirit of 45 
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                         MVCC Secretary/ Editor Johnny Verissimo 

September newsletter!  

Where has 2023 gone? Is it me or is this year flying super-fast... Anyways, whatôs going on in the MVCC you ask? We are getting 

ready for the MVCCôs Fall Meet. This is a smaller meet. Please donôt expect the fall me to be like the spring meet when you arrive  

in Plymouth California. I hope for that to change someday with some commitment by members and venders. If youôre an MVCC 

member or vender and would like to see the MVCC put forth more effort for the fall meet please let your board members know. 

WW2 Jeeps-affordable or priced out of your reach? There is no doubt that WW2 Jeeps, MB or GPW, are a highly sought out item. 
Someday I will own one, perhaps in exchange for a kidney? Lol. My experience is that WW2 jeeps are few and far between making 
them rare and hard to find. I have spotted some out there, prices do differ, but they are out there, so if your heart is set on buying one, 

please do so, they are so much fun to drive. Iôve driven Don Gomes 1942 GPW Jeep and Chris Thomas 1943 GPW and always had a 
blast. The sound of a WW2 Jeep motor is so cool, its recognizable, itôs a beautiful humming sound that makes the hair on the back of 
my neck stand up with joy.  I live in Gustine, population 5,000, everything is nearby, so a WW2 Jeep would be my preferred method 
of transportation daily. Iôve been asked many times, ñwould a WW2 Jeep be a good investment?ò My answer is always, ñyes, yes it 

would undoubtedly be a worth while investment you could play with.ò 

Willys Slat Grill Restoration- Iôve been helping Don Gomes restore a Willys Slat Grill Jeep. 
For those that donôt know, Slat Grill Jeeps are rarer than regular WW2 Jeeps. Don is restoring 

one for his wifeôs boss. This slat grill model is the one with the glove box, even earlier ones 
didnôt have a glove box. Whatôs cool about this Slat Grill WW2 Jeep is its complete, original 
engine, everything under the hood is there and original, original steering wheel, etc. What 
might have kept this jeep together is the father of the owner of the jeep bought the jeep from 
the military as surplus after WW2. Which made this family the only owners of this Jeep when 

bought from the US Military. If you love building WW2 models in 1/35 scale you will love 
doing it in 1/1 scale. 

WWII Photo Hollywood Actress Cleo Moore 1940's 1950's on the front cover. 

Masters of the Air Series- There is a lot of anticipation for Masters of the Air, a book turned 
into a Series, produced by Tom Hanks and Steven Spielberg. Both Mr. Hanks and Mr. Spiel-
berg are responsible for great WW2 movies like Saving Private Ryan, Greyhound, The Pacific 
(Series) and Band of Brothers (Series). Iôm REALLY looking forward to this series. 
 

Thank you to Sean Farley & Chris ñToadmanò  Hughes for their articles this month. I asked 

Sean because he had gone to the MVPA Convention and I had asked Toadman because he always goes to the coolest museums all 
over the place.  Thank you guys, for taking the  time to write these. 

If you have something going on in your area please submit your articles and photos to me ANYTIME, no matter the location. We 

want to see what's going on EVERYWHERE. 

Interesting question: I was asked, do you have to own a military vehicle to be a member 
of the MVCC? The short and long answer is no. You do not need to own a military vehicle to 
be a member of the MVCC. All you need is an interest in historic military vehicles. In other 
wards, WE WANT YOU.  

Thank you to Edward Jankowski for giving me permission to use his photos in our newslet-
ter. Mr Jankowski takes photos at reenactment events in Poland and surrounding areas. I had 
notices his photos, enjoyed them, and decided to contact him for permission to use them, he 

replied, kindly, yes, I may. Thank you Mr Jankowski. 

Christinaôs WW2 Reproduction Coveralls- When you have WW2 military vehicles, you 
need WW2 reproduction clothing to go with the drivers. Iôve been in search of coveralls for 
Christina, that search came to an end when, while searching for stuff to do in England while 
there for the 80th Anniversary we noticed that Soldier of Fortune Reproduction Clothing com-
pany was located in Northern England. Too far to drive to at the moment, so, I ordered Christi-
na WW2 womenôs reproduction coveralls from SOF in England. They arrived the other day, 
good news, they fit great, Christina was super happy and loved them, bummer news, its $29 
shipping, which, if you consider it, is cheaper than a plane ticket, so all good. Christina is hap-
py, therefore, I am very happy.  
 
See you all soon.  Johnny & Christina Verissimo... 
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Spirit of 45 in San Jose 

by Johnny & Christina Verissimo 

There are not words to describe Spirit of the 45 in San Jose last month. Like Iôve said many times, if your into WW2 history or just US 

History in general, then this event was put together just for you. Itôs a celebration of a generation that did incredible things, all over the 

world, in a short amount of time, and many of those people didnôt come back, many did, itôs a period in time where the United States of 

America became THE United States of America. 

 Spirit of 45 event takes place at History Park in San Jose, a place that looks like it 

froze in the 1940ôs. There is not one building out of place at History Park. The build-
ings at History Park range form 1920ôs to early 1940ôs, when you enter History Park its 
like stepping back in time or stepping onto a movie set. The Park itself is just the back-
drop, now include all the participants and volunteers who dress the part, including the 
nurses, the USO, the soldiers, the sailors, the  policemen, the ladies, the young people, 

the older people, all dressed to period attire, the classic cars and military vehicles, all 
period correct, not to forget the BIG Band playing on the street in front of the vintage 
store fronts at night, take of this in to account and you are missing a heck of an oppor-
tunity to see great things and celebrate a great generation. I do a lot of cool things all 

year round, this event is in my top 3.  
 
The buildings at History Park are restored and decorated inside, to period 
standards. There is a doctors house that is fully furnished, a post office build-
ing, ice cream parlor, fire house, trolly building, gas station, town park and the 

list goes on. Itôs a great place to bring your military vehicle to so you can use 
it as a backdrop for your military vehicle photos.     
 
World War 2 vehicles represented at this years 45 includ-
ed a CCKW, a DUKW, yes! a DUKW! Half track, 40mm 
Bofers AA gun and carriage, 2 command cars, desert 
truck, lots of jeeps, trailers, for a total of 17 WW2 vehi-
cles.  
 
Christina and I will be back again next year, do yourself a favor, join us, you 
wonôt regret it. Its US History, itôs a celebration, its  about not forgetting the 
past, its saying ñthank you.ò  
 
Iôd like to say Thank you to Robert Corpus and 
ALL the Volunteers for putting on this event. 
Thank you to all the MVCC members and non-
members who brought WW2 military vehicles to 
this event. See you all next year, 
 
Johnny & Christina~   
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Spirit of 45 photos continued from page 4- 


